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Applied Research CollaborATION

Project Proposal Form

Please use this form to provide details of your proposal for ARC EM Evaluation Funding.  We support evaluations of NHS and social care services in the East Midlands amongst our partners.  

An evaluation is the systematic and scientific process of determining the adequacy, effectiveness and efficiency of health and/or social care services.  This can include existing services or a proposed programme.  It is different than research in that it is based solely on assessing programmes or services rather than generating new knowledge.

Our expertise is in the fields of chronic disease and/or public health.

ARC EM funded evaluations should assist in achieving one of more of the following:

(a) Improving patient health, preventing ill health, or improving health and/or social care delivery;

(b) Putting research evidence into routine health/social care practice

(c) Assessment of the outcomes and impacts of putting research into practice;

(d) Better understanding the processes involved in implementing scientific evidence into routine practice

ARC EM Evaluation proposals can take different forms.  In particular, their interaction with NIHR ARC EM staff can be very different.  They can take one of three formats.

1. An internal evaluation carried out by existing staff with the successful application being used to provide extra support;

2. An internal evaluation carried out by existing staff with the successful application being used to pay for expert advice from ARC EM staff or approved providers; or

3. An evaluation carried out externally by ARC EM staff or an approved provider and the successful application being used to pay for that.

All application forms need to identify which form their application is taking.  Where that involves ARC EM staff we expect the relevant staff to have been contacted and to have provisionally agreed to support this work and application.

All ARC evaluation proposals should be developed in conjunction with or by clinical and academic teams.  Proposals must be discussed with commissioners, especially when they involve NHS service interventions.  We expect applications to come mainly from our partners with support from relevant academics.

It is anticipated that all service evaluations will be carried out between April 2022 and March 2024 and all funding will cover this period.

Applications will be reviewed externally and the final decision on what applications to fund will be taken by a selection panel made up of our Scientific Committee along with senior ARC EM staff and partners and PPIE representatives.

Research teams will be awarded up to £40,000.  Costs may be supplemented by external funding.  Priority will be given to proposals with some matched funding (real or in kind).

All applications approved for ARC funding will be required to complete an Equality Impact Assessment form prior to study commencement.
We expect applications to be approximately 3-4 pages in total and no more than 5 pages.

1. 
Proposed Evaluation title

	


2.
Name and Contact Details of Applicant

	


3. 
Names of co-applicants/project idea sponsors.  Please list any partners/ARC EM staff who have agreed to support this idea and its development?

	


4. 
Source and amount of funding (ARC and external) requested.  Priority will be given to applications that have matched funding and support from NHS and/or social care partners and industry.

	


5. 
Proposed start date and expected end date

	


6. 
Please provide details as to how this work will be carried out including all staffing arrangements and expectations of NIHR ARC EM staff during the funding period?  Please record all the resources that will be required to carry out this evaluation?

	


7. 
Please explain a) what area the evaluation will cover, b) why this evaluation needs to be carried out and c) what the likely benefits of it will be?

	


8.
Please explain a) the methods you propose to use in carrying out the evaluation b) who you have involved in developing your evaluation proposal and c) how will patients/public be involved in the evaluation?

	


9.
Please explain a) how positive findings are likely to be implemented and b) the extent to which the findings of the evaluation may be transferable?

	


Please note the form needs to be submitted to arc-em@le.ac.uk by Wednesday October 6th.  All applications will be acknowledged.

Applications will only be accepted by members of the NIHR Faculty.

All applications will be judged against the following criteria.

Our Essential criteria for evaluations are:
 
· Likely to bring benefits to patients and the public

· Have strong interest and engagement from services and commissioners within the East Midlands

· Findings are likely to be implemented by ARC EM Partners

· Address important issues on chronic disease and public health

· Be affiliated with researchers with a strong track record of delivery in applied health research

· Represent value for money 

Additionally, our desirable criteria are:
 
· The findings can be shared with other service providers 

· Deliver reductions in service demand, improved service quality and/or efficiency gains

· Reduce disparities in health between socially disadvantaged and advantaged groups

· Include plans for the adoption of findings

· Involve collaborations with commercial organisations and other NIHR funded infrastructure
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